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no mercy was any longer shown to the party of Ulfilas and his
friends.

If, on the contrary, Ulfilas died at Constantinople in 381, he
might well have been called there by the Emperor Theodosius,
not to a council, but to a disputation (ad disputationem), as
Dr. Bessell ingeniously maintains, against the Psathyropolistse,1
a new sect of Arians at Constantinople. About the same time,
in 380, Sozoinen - refers to efforts made by the Arians to gain
influence with Theodosius. He mentions, like Auxentius, that
these efforts were defeated, and a law published to forbid dis-
putations on the nature of God. This law exists in the Codex
Theodosiamis, and is dated January 10, 381. But what is most
important is, that this law actually revokes a rescript that had
been obtained fraudulently by the Arian heretics, thus eon-
firming the statement of Auxentius that the emperor had held
out to him and his party a promise of a new council.

Ulfilas was born in 310-11. His parents, as Philostorgius
tells us, were of Cappadocian origin, and had been carried
away by the Goths as captives from a place called Saclagolthina,
near the town of Parnassus. It was under Valerian and Gal-
lienus (about 267) that the Goths made this raid from Europe
to Asia, Galatia, and Cappadocia, and the Christian captives
whom they carried back to the Danube were the first to spread
the light of the Gospel among the Goths. Philostorgius was
himself a Cappadoeian, and there is no reason to doubt this
statement of his on the parentage of Ulfilas. Ulfilas was born
among the Goths; Gothic was his native language, though he
was able in after-life to speak and write both in Latin and
Greek. Philostorgius, after speaking of the death of Crispus
(326), and before proceeding to the last years of Constantine,
says that * about that time' Ulfilas led his Goths from beyond
the Danube into the Roman Empire. They had to leave their
country, being persecuted on account of their Christianity.
Ulfilas was the leader of the faithful flock, and came to Con-
stantine (not Constantius) as ambassador. This must have been
before 337, the year of Constantine's death. It may have been
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